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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

H-200 EL MORRO (Castillo de San Felipe,del MorrbT

Approximate acreage! 7 Geographical Coordinates i "•&
LAT 66 07 29 LON 18

First Order of Significance PRESERVATION AND*' N
San Felipe del Morro is a large 'masonry 'fort located ion^the?'
far western tip of San-Juan Island and commanding 
to San Juan Bay. The fort covers approximately 7 acres; 
built in 8 tiers (levels). The lowest tier is 16 feet-'abovat 
mien water level; the top is 1^-0 feet-above. Of the & levels', 
two are outside.the main structure San Fernando- " ^ 
South Moat and the caponnier Tejeda on the north ' side;i£||j|§

On the landside, El Morro is protected by a dry moat
stretches between the north coast of San Juan Island
the tip Jto steep cliffs on the bay side. The fortress
is- triangular in plan with projecting hornworks on the^Iandward
side. A sallyport is the only means of egress to the fbrt^and^
is centered in curtain walls between the hornworks and irea.cHedf
by7 a masonry bridge across the dry moat. *.T$gr'*~' """"'

  i J. \ 
The level' of the sally port is the parade, .or "Plaza de Annasg
a long, fairly narrow court which is flanked on both 
casemates. The northside of the-plaza is separated 
Carmen Bastion by an arched passage way. Immediately 
the sally port entrance; is .-the. main gun. ramp, flanked 
leading to Santa Barbara and lower levels.

  - .-'   -   *- --;     -^'^w^asw
Cn the level above the Plaza de Armas and partially supported^ 
on the casemates, two large bastions Austria and "-*--- -»- * *
landward and a third battery faces northwest and the 
These are reached by ramps from the Carmen Bastion-and-t;h 
south end of the plaza. _ 

Santa Barbara Bastion, ^8 feet below the level of the 
faces the Atlantic Ocean and the Bay of San Juan. The se; 
and bayside batteries are divided by a courtyard at a lowejp|| 
level, reached by steps near dthe foot of the main ramp. •••- it*®m

A series of casemates open on the northside of the courtyar^ffl 
These casemates support Santa Barbara Bastion and were intended 
for armaments. The open vaulted "casemates" on -the southsid.&|| 
support the main ramp and were used for kitchen, forge and$||$£ 
other service facilities for the garrison. From the -.casemate:|f 
on the northwestern side of the courtyard, a vaulted tunnel:^^ 
leads to the remains of the l6.th century tower that- is theVf|||| 
kernel of El Morro-. Steps from the tower provide access  *" ;V:**7 
the "floating battery" at the western tip of El Morro. '

•&i:&s :ti-.,,»~*'s..-»<*.«:; « »
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The San Juan fortifications consist of the major fortresses 
of El Morro and San Cristobal with their outworks, the city 
walls, and the satellite forts of El Canuelo and San Jeronimc 
and other structures representing first, second, and third 
lines of defense. As one of the major Caribbean fortifica 
tions lof the Spanish Empire, the San Juan defenses contribu 
ted to the protection of Spanish imperial interests in the 
New World. !

Begun in the sixteenth century (1539). t&e defense works 
had been expanded and added to in four centuries to the 
period of World War II. In its existing fornjf the fortifi 
cations generally retain the character and appearance of the 
ir,ost advanced 18th century defense techniques that were 
aDplied to a difficult, and unusual site. Within the frame 
work of the eighteenth century, the defense units still 
exhibit traces of earlier origin-and military features of 
the 19th and 20th centuries.

Exposed to military action and development in every century 
of" its existence, .-the San Juan defenses are associated with 
historic figures such as Sir Francis Drake, Earl of Cumber 
land, General Bowdoin Henrick, Juan-Bautista Antonelli, 
Field Marshall Alejandro O'Reilly, Thomas O'Daly, Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, and many others,

San Juan National Historic Site includes Castillo de San 
?elipe del Morro, El Canuelo, the North Wall, most of the 
South Wall, and San Cristobal and its outworks formed by 
Santa Teresa and La Princesa, El Abanico, the Great Moat 
and La Trinidad and San Carlos Ravelins.

1 .   ' of-'.
i v-S».'.'
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Historic Structures Reports and miscellaneous area studies, 
1952-1965; Historical Studies Managment Plan, 1972; maps 
and plans archives, San Juan NHS. collection.

lpp|5£tfGi?£^
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In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify 
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view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom 
mended level of significance is Q National Q State 
PI Local
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is the lowest level of armament in the fortress.

A number of sentry boxes and listening posts (loopholes) are 
located on Santa Barbara and Carmen Bastions and the top level.

Begun in the l6th century (1539) » El Morro has been expanded, 
repaired and renewed many times. The last extensive remodeling 
v/as done during the l?80s. Since then a number of changes and 
additions have been made during the early and mid-nineteenth 
century, Drior Ito the Spanish-American War, and during World 
Wars I & II.

The fort is "constructed essentially with walls of San Juan 
sandstone, with vaulting and piers in brick, and sand and 
earth-fill between v/all shelves. Late 19th century and World Wirs 
I & II additions are concrete. All exposed surfaces inside 
and out originally were plaster.

The top tier supports a brick lighthouse from early 20th 
century; v/ith the remains of a mid~19th century structure   
incorporated.

H-201 NORTH WALL

Acreagei 5 Geographical Coordinates* LAT
West point

First Order of Significance

East 

PRESERVATION

66 0? 2*4- 
66 06 J*5

LON

18 28 26
18 28 15

The North V/all is more than 3?00 yards of the city walls, 
varying in width from 2^-50 feet and in height between 15-30 
feet. The walls are constructed in sandstone blocks and 
generally were plastered.

The six bastions San Antonio, Santa Rosa, Santo Domingo, 
Las Animas, San Tomas and'San Sebastion are connected with 
curtain walls. Each bastion contains embrasures, firing steps 
and a sentry box.

Two former city gates penetrate the wall. One is Santa Rosa 
Gate in the curtain v/all between Santa Rosa and Santo Domingo. 
The other, farther to the east, penetrates the wall in San Tomas.

GPO 921-724
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The appearance of the wall, except £he deteriorated finishes 
and some intrusion by the growth of La Perla, is nearly the 
same as the original one.

E-202 CA3TILLO SAN CRIQTOBAL

Approximate acreage: 4
Geographical coordinates: LA£ 66 06 42 ON

PRESERVATION; AND RESTORATION

18 28 14

San Cristobal is the inner line of defense of the large 18th 
century fortifications that guarded the landside of San Juan, 
lit was connected to El Morro by city walls, north and south.

The fort is approached from the street by a ramp that leads to 
a central courtyard. A triangular plaza is bordered by barracks 
casemates and officers quarters. The offensive part of the fort 
is directly north to northeast and southeast. The casemates on 
the northside of the plaza contained the enclosed gun positions 
and also supported a gun deck facing the Atlantic Ocean.

Tunnels from the eastside of the plaza lead to the Great Moat 
that separates San Cristobal from its outworks. Tunnel rampa 
lead to the main batteries on El Piano Fastion and El Qaballero 
at levels higher than the plaza.

..V

A gate from the south end of the plaza provides access to a 
semi-bastion and at one time was egress to the South Walls, 
razed in 19th century.

San Cristobal is built around the remains of a l?th century 
citadel. It contains additions of the mld-19th century on 
the plaza level, late 19th century gun emplacements on the 
northside of El Piano, as well as World War II observation posts 
on both El Piano and El Caballero.

El Caballero rises over 100 feet above the shoreline and provides 
a panoramic view of the ocean, city and bay." A signal mast and 
small structure occupied by the Port Authority provide communi 
cation link between incoming ships and the harbor master.

The architectural character of San Cristobal still is dominated 
by the 18th century construction period. It contains many fine 
features, particularly the gates and the quarters buildings.

Generally the walls are constructed from cut snadatone blocks 
with brick used in vaulting, lining and edging of parapet walls 
Most surfaces are plastered. The floors have brick terrazzo

GPO 021-724
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pavement tile as well as modern concrete finishes.

San Cristobal is extremely impressive and one of the great 
fortifications of the Western Hemisphere.

H.-203 SAN CARLOS, LA TRINIDAD and GREAT MOAT

Approximate acreage: 4
Geographical coordinates: LAST 66 06 40 LOU 18 28 12

First Order of Significance PRESERVATION & RESTORATION

The moat to the east of San Cristobal separates the main fort 
from its outworks. Within the moat are San Carlos Ravelin and 
.La Trinidad Bastion. The moat is formed by the scarp wall of 
San Cristobal which rises 30-60 feet above the present grade of 
the moat. To the east it id formed by the retaining walls of v 
the outworks that rise on an average of 20 feet from the 
present grade of the moat.

San Carlos Ravelin is a triangular (demi-lune) structure, 
directed northeast to south. It was accessable from San 
Cristobal by a covered way across the moat and tunnel to the 
plaza. It has two levels with casemates on the lower level 
supporting the upper gun 'decks.

The former access to San Cristobal from San Carlos has been 
blocked by a World War II bomb-proof command post, which 
occupies full width of the Great Moat at its approximate center,

La Trinidad is a five-sided structure. Located to the south 
of San Carlos, it was built in three levels to accomodate the 
sloping terrain. Steps from the moat level provide access to 
the upper gun decks, which face east and southeast. Casemates 
exist at the lower and intermediate levels.

H^-204 SANTA TERESA & LA PRINCESA

Approximate acreage: 16
Geographical coordinates: L&T 66 06 37 LON 18 28 16

66 06 26 18 28 18 
66 06 38 18 28 11 
66 06 29 IB 28 19

First Order of Significance PRESERVATION & PARTIAL
RESTORATION RECOMMENDED

The outworks of San Cristobal east of the great moat covsrs

GPO 921-724
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terrain that gently elopes dovn froa an elevation of 100* at the west etd
to 609 towards the east* da outworks include a redoubt at the northwest 
corner of the area and three fringing bastions j Santa Teresa facing north; 
La Princesa at the aorthsast tip of the outworks* facing north to east; and 
El Abanico facing northeast to south* Those units vere built in the last 
decades of the eighteenth century as outlined in plans of the l?60-70s. 
The outworks toward* the oast had a glacis fronting: the area between the 
bastion and the great aoat contained a series of breatsraHs, eorered ways, 
re-entry places oif arms, mining tunnels, etc* Continuation during th* last 
decade of the 19th cantury and during World Waj* H considerably altered both 
Santa Teresa and La Princesa Bastions and obliterated the original features 
of the area between the bastions and tho great aoat. -Towards the 
er6slon has deformed the glacis,., .

At present, the area is defined ty the Croat Korth Wall that rises 70-100 
feet straight up frora the Atlantic shoreline, the walls of La Prlnctsa _ 
Bastion, the moats of La Erincoaa and £1 Abanico Bastions. Between £1 Abanico 
and the Great Kent, the area is defined by a wall ranging in height from 
10 to 20 feet* These walls and moats are part of the original construction. 
The area is accessible by the sally port and bridge between La Princesa and 
EL Abanico Bastions and by a gate in the south wall (west of EL Abanico) 
e.rrf stffrss in the erront,sr r.Kxm tss.li nf that GT«AT. fert-

  *

Santa Teresa Bastion has retained fragments of the 18th century breatw&llss 
htw»ver, its original design is obscur^ed partially by two gun positions 
and an earth-covered field oagazlne, constructed Sa the 1890s*

La Princosa Bastion has retained its original casemates and n>agazin»s, 
constructed at a lower level to the bastion* Ibis unit has been overlaid 
by an earth-covered bunker and * concrete base of a World War* H anti 
aircraft emplacement* :  ;<i' v vL

the area east and south of the two bastions v&s levelled after World War.II; 
ten detached single-story officers quarters were constructed, facing a.'*  
central mall, on the site* Two single-story service buildings are located 
east and vest of the housing. A 19th century three-rooa» one-story guard 
house in poor condition is locatod Just inside the sally port and north of 
El Abanico* laex-a are structural failures and footing problems caused ty 
erosion and poor drainage*

ELAEVNICO

?

Approximate acroag* Included in above unit, San Cristobal Outworks. $£?£>
10 

LOS 18 23 TfrJ GeograjMcal coordinates t UT 66 06^ 
' .Order of SiFnificaiiee PRESERVATION £.6

El Abanico is a principal unit of the &m Crlstobal Cix^works. It is an 
equilatsr.il triangular basticn, ehapsd like a fan— £-2nc« its

CPO
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Located at the extreme southwest corner of the outworks, EH Banico f s 
gundecks face northeast to south. Surrounded by moats, the Iittl6 fort.is 
approached from, the southwest by a bridge that provided access to the lower 
level of the bastion. Two masonry ramps lead from the lower level to the 
gundecks along the two outer faces of the bastion. To the north and east, 
the gundecks are supported on casemates which served as magazine and storage 
areas. The salient angle is separated by a moat from the rest of the 
bastion. It contains a single gun position and is reached by a narrow 
bridge from the main section of the bastion. Behind the moat at this point 
(west), three gun emplacements are directed northeast and southeast to fire 
above the position in the salient angle. From the access bridge at the 
southwest corner of the bastion, steps lead to the moat. A second set of 
steps in the counter scarp wall provides access to a covered way behind the 
glacis wall along the southeast and partially along the northeast face and 
moat. Breatwalls and firing steps cross the covered way at two points to 

- the south and at one point to the north. Behind the brearwall to the north, 
the extension of the moat to La Princesa opens into the Abanico moat.

El Abanico was constructed about 1800 and was the last element of the 
original design of the San Cristobal Outworks to be completed. It is 
constructed in cut sandstone blocks with lining and vaulting of brick." All 
masonry walls inside and out are plastered. In most areas, sufficient amount 
of the original finishes have been preserved to show the simulated quoins at 
corner walls, piping of breatwalls and embrasures in integral colored plaster 
The finishes are marred by graffiti, some dating back to the mid-18th 
century. Traces of a chevel de frise can be observed on scarp walls. The 
finishes and layout of the bastion is elaborate and decorative, and voluted 
finials at head of the ramps add to this character.

The bastion with moat and covered way is approximately one acre. Prom east 
to west, glacis wall to the east moat's counter scarp, it measures 240 feet; 
from north to south, the dimension is 270 feet. The height of the scarp wall 
is approximately 20 feet.

Erosion within the moat of El Abanico and to the glacis fronting has caused 
exposure of the footings of scarp and parapet walls. There are several 
instances of structural deterioration. Pavements witji the bastion have been 
affected by vegetation and in many instances do not sned water adequately. 
The casemates will require repair, as will the steps and bridges.

H- 206 SOUTH WALL # 1 ( East from El Morro to, but not including.
San Juan Gate) 

Acreage: 2.5 First Order of Significance PRESERVATION

South Wall #1 includes the fragmentary breastwalls above the steep sandstone 
cliffs just south and east of SI Morro, Santa Elena Bastion, San Agustin 
Bastion, the curtain wall between the two bastions and the wall between, 
San Agustin and San Juan Gate. Not included in this unit is approximately 
500 fe»t of fragmentary breastwalls just south of 21 Morro.

GPO 921-724
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South Wall ft is 2550 running feet of retaining wall, varying in height from 
20 to 50 feet and supporting gundecks, parapet vails and embrasures. Betwftn 
S&nta Elona and San Agustln Bastions and east of San Agustinvtho vail rises 
straight out of the shoreline on the Bay to its full height. Although 
partially part of an earlier origin, thair present shape detes to the 18th 
century. Eepairs to the vail have been made in four locations during the 
20th century; the curtain vail between the tvo bastions was reconstructed 
in the 1930s. 2h<& vails are exposed to sea action and erosion from drainage. 
Several areas show signs of deterioration. This section of the city vail 
has a history of failure and requires considerable stabilization of its 
foundations to insure its preservation.

SOUTH WALL f 2 {San Juan Gate to Las Palma* Bastion inclusive)

Acreage: 1.5 acres «rst Order of Sigrrffjcano* PRESEBVAtlOH
~ """ " -V-'*^;-- :

South Wall £2 includes the San Juan Gats, the Santa C&talina Bastion. La 
Princesa wall and La Palnas BqptAon (to San Justo Bastion). Only the San 
Juan fate* j^rt^^tjif^Jfa^Bdlii^gajjiall and Las Palieas Bastion are units 
of San Juan national Historic Site. Shls aecSbn is apprcodmatley 800 running

trail f vAryirjg in height froa 20 to 60

by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and City of San Joan.

Southwall f2 stands back from the shore and is not as exposed to erosion as
the vails of EL Horro and South Wall £1. It is affected, however* by drainag» 
problems and the dateriorating effects of vegetation, particularly in area 
of San Juan Gate where the-vail is built across a natural gut.

In part, the vail dates to the earliest construction period of the San Juan 
fortifications. San Juan Gate is the old water gate of the city but has been 
added to considerably and in its present forn represents the 18th century.

Geographical Coordinates! UTIOT8 

SOU2H WALL f E

SOuIH WALL f 2

(West) 66 0? 30
(Eaot) 66 0? 12

(West) 66 07 12
(East) 660656

18 28 22
18 28 06

18 28 06
18 28 01

E-303 QUAETE3S BUHJ5DZG # 1

Acreage: 1/20 of acre Goo£raphical Coordinatesi ZAT 66 06
ORDSR O

RI-Sl'GRATIOH

A nodoct erair:pls of xsid«l9th ccntuiy civil residential nrchitcoturo. 
Originally, a* ono-story rubUo wasowiry structiffd, 20* lelue by 6?f dc^p, vith

»Z1>724
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a characteristic shallow "UP* shapod plan for San Juan, lha front section of 
the building is the full width of the lot and two rooms deep*. It is joined 
to the rear section, also fuU width but only one-room doep, with an open 
patio along the north side of ths lot. the patio now is somewhat diminished 
by a modem concrete staircase and balcony, which provides access to a small, 
modern penthouse above the roar section of the structure.

Ihe street elevation and the interior of the front section hav» character 
istic Hoorish revival details, somewhat brutalized ty unsympathetic repairs 
and inappropriate replacement of original sash. Ceilings are original, but 
floors and other finishes are of later date. Xh» building is sound structur 
ally, but finishes and utilities will require replacement.

Recoooanded treatment is the restoration of exterior and patio, with adjust 
ment of interiors for use as residence. In plan and general development. 
the building is typical of the minor San Juan residential structures, with 
unusual architectural treatment of the elevation towards tha street. Its 
historical association with the San Juan fortifications is not licitod to its 
location between the main raap of San Cristobal and the Artillery Pavilions; 
but also served as an off-base roiigsnce for the coBHcanding officer..

througx Ki211 Calle/ de Horcagaray QUARTERS EDDGS f 2,

RESTORATION Geographical Coordinates i IAT
<& 06 fc3 18 28 12

Quarters Buildings j2,3,and 4 are located irnaediately wost and below Fort 
San Cristobal. Shay are 19th century additions to the military reservation 

were constructed to implement tho services of the fort.

Quarters f^ (H-211) wa« formerly th« blacksmith shop. A one-story rubble 
and brick masonry building, it is now a park residence. It is altered 
extensively with lat« 19th and 2Qtb century additions. CM original 
structure (**?* by ̂ Of ) contained tyo enclosed rooas and an open covered 
proch (^O 1 Iff 22 § ) en the east aids. Although the open porch has been 
enclosed and divided ty intoripr partions and additions made to .the struo- 
tura on the east and couth, the original section- still is apparent by th* j 
large dimensions of its wall, (pier» and arches. "

building is of tb* order of
UA 

ge.. Acreage! 0.2

Quarters Boilding #3 (B-210), foraerly an artiUe?y pavilion, presently i« 
xmoccupied. A one-story, "L'-shaped bfcick and rubble masonry structure, Ita 
original section, was built in ths*l850s along the north side of the plot 
and coasured 97'^* x 25f#> , vith th« narrow side facing on Call* d« 
Korzagaray^ A late 19th century addition, along the east aide of tha plot 
away from ths street, measured 4?«8" x 23f^. In the 193*, additions 
made to both sections, and the interiors were reaodeled.

order of significance. A£3r«acei e.8 ^C .
/" ^C
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Quarters Building iZ (B-£0?), presently unoccupied, was originally an 
artillery pavilion* A large zlstory brick and rubble nasonry structure, 
rectangular in shape with A k? foot frontage on Calle de Koraagaray and   
sli^atly less than 100 feet deep* It is separated fron Quarters #3 to the 

. south by an 8-foot open passage* ;f

their original form rore treated as on* structure, 
with a continuous parapet wall and cornice on the facade towards the street 
and the entrance to tho open passage between them developed as a doorway* 
2his treatment was altered aftor 1SSO when additions were nade to Quarters 
f3* In the 1930s, a second story was added to Quarters $2, and the interior 
was resoSellod to provide seven apartnents for married non-commissioned 
officers. .:;  .: :?'? :

Adaptive restoration is recommended to the original elevation toward the 
street, with the roaovAl of the second story and the remodelling of the 
first floor interior for usa as park headquarters*
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fa. Canuelo origl nail y was a small'masonry fort surrounded by water; however 
»ow it is located on Cabras Island, which was a series of oinor islets in 
the harbor entrance connected by landfill, with cuxtoaoVcausevay access to 
the main island of Puerto Bico., Constructed in cpi&dstone and brick with 
plaster finishes inside, £1 CaJruolo's walls rice to height of 20 feot abave 
shoreline* .

Access to the fort originally was through the east face at the iamediate 
level between ground the gun platform* At the sane level are vaulted 
casemates which were intended for storage and mgazines. Originally, the 
fort had a super-structure which extended along the east, north and vest 
sides of tha gun platfora* A sentry box is located on the nor/theast coroier 
on the gimplatforci; the cistern was in the middlo of the structure; latrine 
and kitchen uer* in the southwest corner.

Footings of tho southeast corner of the fort failed, causing a partial
collapse of the scarp wall; and through the vashinc out of fill behind it,
tho collapso of a section of the gun platfom. Foortin^s have been stabalisi d
and tha caisson wall has bosii built along th3 oast and ooutli footings. 
for the eLinrhiation of the cuper-structura, tho present tppsaranco of 
fort ossontially is the* euiaa as tha original structiipe.
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